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SUBJECT: JEWISH CLAIMS CONFERENCE REPRESENTATIVES’ CALL ON 
HARTMAN AND VEST 

1 . RABBI MILLER AND TWO OTHER REPRESENTATIVES OF THE JEW- 
ISH CLAIMS CONFERENCE CALLED ON HARTMAN AND VEST JUNE 9, 

PARTLY TO EXPRESS THEIR GROUP'S GRATITUDE TO HARTMAN FOR 
HIS SUPPORT IN THE FIELD OF JEWISH CLAIMS AGAINST THE 

GDR, PARTLY TO MEET VEST AND PARTLY TO EXPLAIN WHAT THEY 
THOUGHT THE NEXT STEPS WOULD BE IN THIS CLAIMS AREA. 

2. MILLER SAID THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO FURTHER CONTACT BE- 
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TWEEN THE CONFERENCE REPRESENTATIVES AND THE GDR GROUP 
SINCE THE ABORTIVE AFFAIR OF THE MILLION DOLLAR OFFER LAST 
NOVEMBER. AN ATTEMPT HAD BEEN MADE THIS SPRING, VIA INTER- 
MEDIARIES IN SWITZERLAND, TO ARRANGE A MEETING BETWEEN 
NAHUM GOLDMAN AND HONECKER BUT THIS HAD PRODUCED NO 
RESULTS. GOLDMAN WAS NOT OPTIMISTIC THAT ANY SERIOUS 
SETTLEMENT WOULD BE FORTHCOMING FROM THE GDR BUT MILLER 
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SAID HE DID NOT SHARE THIS VIEW. HE THOUGHT THERE HAD TO 
BE SOME LEVERAGE THAT COULD BE BROUGHT TO BEAR ON THE 
EAST GERMANS. 

3. HARTMAN, AFTER REVIEWING THE GENERALLY COOL STATE OF 
US-GDR RELATIONS, SAID THAT HE CONSIDERED IT HIGHLY 
UNLIKELY THAT THE GDR WOULD EVER BE BROUGHT TO ADMIT ANY 
DEGREE OF CULPABILITY FOR NAZI CRIMES AGAINST JEWS. HE 

DID NOT DISCOUNT THE POSSIBILITY THAT A SUM LARGER THAN 
ONE MILLION DOLLARS MIGHT BE OFFERED BUT THIS WOULD DEPEND 
ON THE GDR READINESS TO MAKE A GESTURE, POSSIBLY IN 
CONNECTION WITH CSCE OR IN OTHERWISE PROMOTING ITS INTER- 
NATIONAL IMAGE. HARTMAN SAID THAT IN HIS VIEW, THE OFFER 
WOULD BE INCREASED ONLY IF THE GDR WERE CONVINCED THAT 
MAKING IT WOULD AVOID A LARGER PROBLEM IN US-GDR RELATIONS 
OR FOR THE GDR'S POSITION IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA. 

4. ONE OF THE JEWISH REPRESENTATIVES SAID THAT THE CLAIMS 
CONFERENCE WOULD BE MEETING IN AMSTERDAM ON JUNE 21. THAT 
MEETING WOULD PASS A RESOLUTION PRESSING THE GDR TO REACH 
A REASONABLE SETTLEMENT. THE CONFERENCE WOULD TRY TO 
ENSURE THAT THE MESSAGE IS GIVEN WIDE MEDIA COVERAGE IN 
THE US AND ABROAD. THE REPRESENTATIVE SAID THAT THE 
CONFERENCE WOULD HAVE TO DECIDE SOON WHETHER TO GO PUBLIC 
ON THE GDR RECALCITRANCE, TO BRING TO BEAR ALL THE PRES- 
SURES THAT COULD BE CREATED IN THE CONGRESS AND IN THE 
MEDIA. 

5. THE JEWISH REPRESENTATIVES CONCLUDED BY ASKING THAT 
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THE US GOVERNMENT CONTINUE TO KEEP UP ITS PRESSURE ON 
THE GDR IN THE JEWISH CLAIMS AREA. THEY ALSO ASKED TO 
MEET WITH THE NEXT AMBASSADOR TO THE GDR AFTER HE IS CON- 
FIRMED TO PRESENT THEIR VIEWS. HARTMAN AGREED TO BOTH 
REQUESTS. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: JEWS, CLAIMS, HUMAN RIGHTS, MEETING DELEGATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 35422 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EUR/CE:DANDERSON 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770209-0893 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770666/aaaacfrk.tel 

Line Count: 103 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 085be57e-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2184781 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: JEWISH CLAIMS CONFERENCE REPRESENTATIVES/' CALL ON HARTMAN AND VEST 
TAGS: PINT, PORG, SHUM, GC, (HARTMAN, ARTHUR A), (VEST, GEORGE S) 

To: BERLIN 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/085be57e-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



